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TO THE 


READER. 


Was importuned by ſome Friends and Relations, to 

publiſh this plain Sermon, which was heard with 
general ſatisfaftion in the Country : but then I could 
not be prevailed with to tranſcribe a Copy for the Preſs. 
However fince a good Providence (as T hope ) and buſi 
neſs of importance hath called me to Londen, 1, . not 
loving to be wholly idle, reſol-ved to Preach this Country 
Faſk Sermon, hoping that i it might be” very ſeaſonable, 
and meet with. as much acceptance here, as it did in my 
Neighbourhood. But ſome Auditors Thad full of pre- 
inde, and the diſcourſe was variouſ ly received, This. 
was the lot if our Blefſed Saviour. Some ſaid, he 
was a good man: others aid, nay,buthe deceiverh 
the People. [can ſay with St. Paul, Men and Bre- 
thren, 1 have lived in all good. Conſcience be-- 
fore God until this day, AF. 23, 1,1 hever -be-. 
heved the png Rig of any one Form 0 'Governnent 
antecedent 


-— To the Reader. 

antecedent to agreement, but I always thought the obli- 
gation of Conſrience mas conſequent t it And accord: 
ingly I rod gury Self -defence and Self. preſervation, 
againſt-Wegal-and Univerſal Oppreſsion in. diſco; ) 
publi 7.4 e moths ago. So Pe : amimoſt zealot 
for the preſent Government off Ri io \Wifllian® and 
ueen Mary, And 1 make it my buf fo convince 
and confirm- all my fellow Subjetts,. as Þ hdve oppytts 
nity. But this Strmon is praftical, aud in all" things 
ted to the meaneſt capacity: And F' never intended 
that it ſÞonld ſeethe light © but! hcanſe it” is "thinght 
that it may do: ſome goed, T'hav» c mſened to publiſh it. 
Tlive a retired life; and my N: 18050urs are" well. con- 
tented, living peateably, Worſhi Godin one ec 
and Eben Km Witt kin Forge NM Ly 
when I come hy 2 the Worl#; T find great " Athmo* 
fities and  Prejudices”: whereas: T think; that -thongh 
we cannot. be all of one Opinion ini maller- matters, yet 
true Proteſtants s ſhould heartily ulittu giAPup Popery: and" 
Slavery. Good Chriſtian Render; F tho © DigÞ- any} 
ſeruples, *f make 'no- Queſtion but that. thou maſt receives 
ſatisfattion, if thou wilt Falmly Aſp the ue, 1 For 
HI DOU 59 
7 wats, ri bond: Ti4t id, A hivret, 


Tim. Vilfon 


Theſe words of the Verſe, Art 
thou for us, or for our Adverſa= 
ries? \ une: hol 


Ss FTER the Death of Moſes 
25) the Servant of the Lord, 70- 

7s /buva was made Captain "of 
A £>/ Gods Iſrael. He was a De- 
vout Man, and a good Soul- 
” dier ; full of Faith, and*-full 
of Courage. And God magnified Joſhua in 
the ſight 0 all Iracl, and they feared him; as. 
they feared Moſes,' all the days of hislife, 
chap. 4. ver. 14. He led Gods people | Ifraet 
over fordan, as Moſes did over the Red »Sea ; 
and he brought them to the Borders of Ca- 
B Naan 


aan, their promiſed Inheritance and Poſ- 
ſſlion. This made the Kings of the Amo-" 
rites, and the Kings of the Canaanites trem- 
ble. Their Hearts melted, neither was there 
Spirit in them any more, ver. 1. ofthis Chap- 
ter of our Text. In ht Travels, Joſhua had 
DrOCaVvELRty y ſaw a Viſion Or Apparition 5 And 
it came to paſs, when Joſhua was by Jericho, 
that he lift up his Eyes, and looked, and be- 
hold there flood a Man over againſt him, with 
bis Sword drawnin his Hand; and Joſhua went 
unto him, and ſaid unto him, Art thou for us, 
or for our Adverſaries? 


Zoſbua' ſaw one Man, or Angel, and he 
asked him this queſtion. And if I were - a 
Preacher to all England this day, I would 
ask them the ſame queſtion, Art thou for us, 
or for our Adyerſaries ? 


The words are a queſtion propoſed by 
Joſbua to the Angel, or Perſon that appear- 


ed to him. 


1 For 


[3] 


For the Illuſtration and Exemplification 
whereof, I ſhall confider theſe things. 


1. Who the Us are. 

2. Who our Adyerſarics are. 

3. I ſhall give you the Reaſons, why all 
good Men ſhould be for us. 

4. Why all good Men ſhould be againſt 
our Adycrſaries. 


And ſo proceed to a ſhort Parallel and Ap-. 
plication to our ſclyes. | 


. I, Iſhall conſider who the Us are. They 
were Zoſbua, and the Children ob 1ſfrae/, and 
by parity. of Reaſon, all ſuch as 7oſhza and 
the Children of Iſfrae/ were. And I ſhall 
give you their Character in theſe five' Par- 


ticulars: | 


1. They were Zews, Gods People, and in 
Covenant with him. } 

2. They maintained Gods true Religion. 

3. They were oppreſſed by wicked Mens 

B 2 4. They 
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4. They defended themſelves againſt their 
Oppreſlors. Neph tie 
5. They had Gods Promiſe for Deliver- 
ance, and believed 1a him. 


7. They were Zews, Gods people, and in 
Covenant with him. They were the Sced 
of Abraham, the Friend of God, and only 
Viſible Church of God upon Eartz And 
God was the God of their Fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Jacob, Exod. 3.6. and Deut. 28. and 9 7he 
Lord ſhall eſtabliſh thee an holy people unto 
himſelf, as he hath ſworn unto thee, if thou 
' ſhalt keep the Commandments of the Lord thy 
God, and walkin his ways ; and all people of 
the Earth ſhall ſee, that thou art called by the 
Name of the Lord, and they ſhall be afraid of 
thee, &c. There 1s an - Holy Covenant be- 
tween God and his People. That 1s the' firſt 
Character. | 


' 2. They maintained Gods true Religion. 
Arc thou for us, who are the true Worſhip. 
pers of God? Gods Glory and /his /Name 


Was 


( 5 | 
was celebrated among the Iſraelites, and 
they ſerved the Lord ; Ye ſhall ſerve the 
Lord your God, ( ſaith Moſes, Exod 23. 25. ) 
and he ſhall bleſs thy Bread and thy Water and 
I will take ſichne,s away from the mid/t of thee. 
They Worthipped neither the Idols which 
the corrupr World had before the Flood, . 
nor thoſe Idols which other Nations Wor- 
ſhipped ſince the Flood ; but they Worſhip- 
ped the God of Iſrael only, and made-no- 
Covenant with the Heathen. Sec Exod. 34. 
14. That is the ſecond Character. © © 


- 3. They were oppreſſed by wicked Men. 
After the Death of Zoſeph, there aroſea King 
who hated Gods people, and. reſolved to. 
ruine them, or keep them under, and make 
them Slaves, - Exed. 1. 8, &c. - He feared ' 
their Numbers and Strength, and he con- 
ſulted with his Fayourites- to deal ſubrully 
with them. 'Ar.firſt he commanided all therr 
Male-Children to be {lain as ſoon as they 
were Born; a moſt Barbarous and Cruel E- 
di&t ! And he ſet -over 'them Task-maſters, 
to afflict them with their Burthens; and _ 

ma 
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made the Children of Iſrael to ſerve with ri- 
'gour, and they made their Lives bitter with 
hard Bondage; and many Devices they had 
to keep underand enſlave the poor Iſraelites. 
But God ſaw the Afﬀittion of his people, 
and heard their cry, by reaſon of their Task- 
maſters, and knew their ſorrows ; and he 
ſaw the Oppreſſion, wherewith the Eg ypri- 
ans oppreſſed them; and, Exod. 3. 8. He 
came down and delivered them out of the 
Hand of the Egyptians, and reſolved tobring 
them up out of that Land, unto. a good 
| Land, and a large, unto a Land flowing 
with Milk and Honey, unto the place of 
the Canaanites, &&c. : That 1s the third Cha-. 
racter. 


4- They defended themſelves againſt their 
Oppreſſors. The Iſraelites War was plainly 
defenſive againſt Pharaoh King 'of Egypt, 
though he pleaded that they had been his 
Snbjec&ts, with the preſcription of above four 
hundred years. As ſoon as Gods time for 
Deliverance came, Moſes and the Elders of 
Iſrael went to the King of Egypt, Exod. 3. 

18, and 
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18. and demanded leave to Sacrifice to the 
God of Iſrael: They would have Freedom of 
Religion, and Liberty: to ſerve God, and 

live nolonger under the oppreſſion of Pha- 

ra0h. This provoked Pharaoh to wrath, and 

made him Blaſpheme the God of Iſrael! ; Who 
25 the Lord; that TI ſhoald obey his woice, to let 

Ifracl go ? iT know not the *Lord, neither will T 
let Ifracl go, Exod. 5. 2. And inſtead of 
caling their Grievances, he impoſed more 

heavy Burchens, requiring Brick, and not al- 

lowing Straw, and pumſhed them for not 

performing what was impoſſible to be done. 

They make their complaint, as of a thing 

unreaſonable, and againſt the Law of Na- 

cure, but they could have no redreſs; for 
Pharaoh was rcſolyed to oppreſs and ſuppreſs 

them, if he could. He calls all their pre- 

tences but. idlenefs, and to Sacrifice to the 

Lord was: but the cfte&t of their lazineſs. 

Thus are wicked Oppreffors, whomGod hath 

determined to deftray, deaf to all com- 

plaines, though neycrſo juſt and reaſonable. 
Thar is the fourth Character. | 


5, They 
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5. They had Gods promiſe for deliver- 
ance, and believed inihim. .Gods Promiſe 
they had, Exod. 6. 3: Gr.” wnere you may 
ſee a tull and plain Promiſe of God to del1- 
ver Iſrael, tobleſs them,: and-to ſertle them 
in Canaan the Promiſed:/Land. It 1s true, ma- 
ny of the'Childreri of 1fae! had not Faith to 
believe this, they hearkened not to Moſes for 
anguiſh of Spirit, and for cruel Bandage, v. 9. 

Burt nodoubr moſt of the Iſrae/zres. adhered 
to Moſes in this cauſe," and had Faith to be- 
lieyve that God would perform his Promiſe ; 
and the moſt unbelieving, when they ſaw 
Gods mighty Works, were. forced ito con- 
fcls, . that the God of Iſrae/ was moſt power- 
ful. That 1s the fifth and laſt Character. 
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:2.,T ſhall, conſider: who. our. Adverſaries 
are-.;:; The Adverſaries of -Zaſhna: and: the 1/- 
raelites, were divers!:people of. Canaan, all 
Heathens and Jdolaters:;' a'corrupt Genera- 
tion, whoſe iniquities were full; wicked and 
prophane, and God. had decreed. to: deſtroy 


them. 
Sy "E They 


ES] 


1. They were Idolaters. 

2. They were guilty of heinous Sins. 
 3- They were appointed by God to utter 
Ruin and Deſtruction for their Sins. 


1. The Adverſaries were Idolaters ;' they 
forſook the true God, Creator and Poſſeflor 
of Heaven and Earth, and Worlhipped Idols, 
the Work of their own Hands: They chang- 
cd the Glory of the uncorraptible God into 
an Image made like to corruptible Man, and 
changed the Truth of God into a Lie, and 
Worſhipped and Served the Creature more 
than the Creator, who 1s: bleſſed for ever, 
Amen, as St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom. 1. 23, 25. 
Hence God forbids his people Iſrael making 
Images, Levit. 26. 1. and nothing provoked 
the Lord to anger more, than when his peo- 
ple Iſrael revolted to Idolatry, cither that of 
the Egyptians, or that of the Moabites. As 
for thatof the Egyptians, we read Exod. 32. 
that God was 1ncenſed by the Worſhippers of 
the Golden Calf, the Fgyprian Idol; and 
threatned to conſume them, had not Moſes 
C Inter- 
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interceeded and prayed earneſtly. As for 
that of the Moabites, we read Numb. 25. that 
the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 1/- 
rael, becauſe they Sacrificed and Bowed 
down to their Gods. God ſent a Plague a- 
mong them, in which diced four and twenty 
thouſand, becauſe they joined themfelves to 
Baal Peor, which ſome ſay was the Beaſtly 
Heatheniſh God Priapns:; a moſt lewd and 
abomunable Idol, abhorrcd by che very Hea- 
thens, who had any ſenſe of Goodneſs, or 
ſparks of Vertueand Morality lctr. 


2. They were guilty of heinous Sins. Be- 
ſides their Idolatry, Prophaneneſs, Superſti- 
tion, falſe Worſhip, Blaſphemy, and the like 
Sins, directly againſt God; and the Duties of 
the firſt Table of the Decalogue, they a- 
bounded with notorious Vices forbidden in 
the ſecond Table, and directly againſt their 
Neighbour. They ſtand accuſed of all Un- 
righteouſneſs, Malice, Drunkenneſs, Mur- 
der, and eſpecially of Whoredom, and all 
manner-of Uncleanneſs; even -Sodomy it {clf 
not excepted. They were ſintul, yea a oaje 

aden 
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laden with iniquity, and a Secd ofeyil doers, 
who ſinned againſt Natural Light and Know- 
ledge. But ſhall not deſcant on particulars 
ar this time. on - | 


3. The Adverſaries were appointed by 
God to utter Rum and Deſtruction, for their 
ſins. Their u1quities werefull, and God had 
fully refolved to root them out: Thus we 
read, Levit. 18. 25. The Land is defiled 
(7. e. by lewdneſs-and' wickednefs) therefore 
I do wiſit the iniquity thereof 'uporr it, and 
the Land it ſelf womits out her Inhabitants. 
Heinous ſins defile a Land, and, ast is at the 
28th. verſe, make a Land ſpew our the Inha- 
birants ; ſo 'Levzr. 20: 22- the fame phraſeis 
uſed; and wer. 23. God' ſays that he: abhors 
them for their moſt grievous wickedneſs. 
Great Sins bring greatPlagues, and Tempo- 
ral as well as Eternal Judgments on x Nation. 
Itis true, God pronnſed: Abrahym to make a 
_ Nation of him; that Kings ſhould come ont of 
him,. Gen: 17. 6: and to eftabliſh+ his Cove- 
nant with him, and his Seed after him n their 
Generations; and -; give theny all the oy 

2 O 
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of Canaan for an Everlaſting Poſſeſſion ; but 
they were to be Pilgrims, and go down into 
Egypt tor tour hundred and thirty years, till 
the iniquities of the Amorites were. full :' For 
Gods Promiſes and his Judgments are all 
conditional,God deſtroys not innocent Crea- 
tures. If the Canaanites had not done evil in 
his ſight,: and lived in all. manner of pro- 
phancneſs and wickedneſs, they ſhould not 
have been deſtroyed.If England reforms their 
evil ways, they ſhall be ſaved : For God. _e 
Cres miſery only to the mpenicent. 


I ſhall give you the Reaſons why all "Ry 
Men ſhould be for us, which1s the third par- 
ticular in the Method proponnded... The 
Reaſons may be taken, 


r. From our ſelves. 
2. From the. Cauſe ir ſclf. 
3. From God himſelf. 
- From the Examples of. the moſt wil 
and deyout Proteſtants whom we follow. 


70 From our. ſelves. We deſire. to 5 Raps in 
all 
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all good Conſcience towards God and Men: 
We defire nothing but what Laws and Liber-. 
ties our Forefathers lefr us. We invaded no- 
Mans right, but ſtudied to live quietly, and. 
do our own buſineſs. Our Actions were good - 
and lawful ; but our Encmies triumphed, and ' 
withour Law. or Reaſon ſought our ruin. Our- 
preſent Sufferings were great, and we were 
threatened with greater, and all this without 
our deſert or offence. We were enſlaved by: 
Jeſuits, evil Councellors and, Unreaſonable. 
Men. Our Liberties, our Religion; our'E-- 
ſtares were almoſt gone;we ſcarce knew what: 
was our own. We had a ſtanding Army in 
time of. peace, without, conſent and; againſt; 
che Petition of Parliament,toover-awe us-Qur 
Biſhops were ſome Suſpended, and ſome Im- 
priſoned, and our molt Learned Doctors,and 
moſt Zcalous Preachers againſt Popiſh Inno- 
vations and Arbitrary.Power, were gcnſured: 
and diſcountenanced, We had an Hegal. De- 
clarationto be read in Churches, impoſed -on- 
the whole Clergy.: Our Nobility and Geacry* 
were cloſcted oa threatened, gnd almoſt. all; 


our Corporatiohs new modelled andchang-: 
cd, 
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ed, i order to gain a Parliament that ſhould 
promote the ruin of us and our Religion. E- 
very Manthat departed from evil made him- 
ſelf a prey. Superſtition, Oppreſſion, Cruclty, 
prevailed throughoat the Land ; The whole 
Kingdom was filled with Complaints, and 
Sighs, and Groans, by reaſon of their cruel 
Bondage ;the Vileſt Men were exalted ;. and 
Men of Fidelity to God and their Countrey, 
and Loyalty tothe King and Kingdom, and 
Religion by Law Eſtabhlſhed, Spirits of Ho- 
neſty, Spirits of Courage, were caſt out as 
filth ; yea Difſenters, and the poor deluded 
Sectaries were bribed with a pretended Li- 
berty of Conſcience, to help to ruin us firſt 
and themſelves afterwards. 4 


Now when we knew no mcans of help,but 
lay down under our Burden, and were as a 
Kingdom devoted to mifery ; then did the 
Lord appear in a glorious manner, and be- 
yond all our expectations fent the Prince of 
Orange, now our Gracious Soveraign;our De- 
liverer from Popiſh Tyranny; wherefore I 

ſay, that we are-moſt ungratctul, if we do 
not 
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not ſtand by ſhim with our Lives and' For- 
tunes. There was a-great and long plotted 
deſign, whereby Popery ſhould have been re- 
adyanced, Gods ſaving Truth been ſuppref- 
ſd, his Worſhip ſubſtantially corrupted and . 
utterly deftroyed ; and it was a work of a. 
large Extent, as that which concerns all other 
Reformed Churches, whoſe happineſs or mi- 
ſery will be involved in ours. Yea Ages to- 
come will have Reaſon, either to bleſs or- 
curſe this Generation, as we ſhall follow or 
neglect this preſent opportunity ; ſo then if 
we be asked a Reaſon of our joining with K. 
Viliam in this Reſolution; here are Reaſons, 
clear Reaſons,calie to the weakeſt underſtand 
ings, yea open to every Mans ſenſe. Who a- 
mong us hath not felc theſe Reafons?- Touſe 
the words of a grave Divine in the like caſe. 
And as theſe Reaſons are ſo plain, that the 
molt illiterate and vulgarunderſtanding may. 
conceive them, ſo they are ſo weighty and 
cogent, thatthe moſt ſubtile and ſablime un- 
derſtanding cannot but be ſubdued to them;- 
unl:(s -becauſe they are ſuch Maſters of Rea- 
ſon, they have reſolved to obey none. And 
s yet 
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yet where Conſcience 1s yet indeed unfatisfi- 
ed,we ſhould rather pity than impoſe and la- 
bour to perſwade rather than violently toob- 
trude. Bur as for others, as St. Paul ſays, 0 
fooliſh Galatians! who hath bewitched you, that 
. -you ſhould not obey the truth? Gal. 3. r. ſo 1 
may ſay, OO foohſh Engliſhmen! who hath be- 
witched you, that, when you may have your 
Religion, your Laws and your Liberties ſe- 
cured ; you Plor. and Confpire, or at leaſt 
-with well to che French Enemy ? | 


2. From the Cauſe it ſelf. We ſtand up for 
.our Religion, the true Worſhip and Service 
of God, which is Eſtabliſhed by Law, and 1s 
our Birthright and greateſt Happineſs. We- 
ſtand up for our Laws, Liberties and Proper- 
ties, which have all been diſpenſed with by 
Covectous and Ambitious Spirits, and Men 
| Not fearing God, nor loving the welfare of 
their Native Country. And we were in danger 
to be ruined, and our Poſterity after us, by 
corrupt Judges, who loyed Bribes more than 
Judgment, and the wages of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs morethan Truth. | 
2, From 
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3. From God himſelf. We truſt that it 1s 
Gods Cauſe, and that God is on our ſide; 
And if God be for us, who can be againſt us ? 
It was a notable Speech, asI hayeread, that 
Zoſephus reports Herod made to his Souldiers ; 
Ir came from the Mouth of a Herod, but it 
well beſeems the Mouth of a moſt godly 
Chriſtian Captain. Some may ſay, faith he, 
our Cauſe 1s juſt, but we are tew and weak ; 
but where Truth and Juſtice is, there is God ; 
and where God is, there wants neither mul- 
titude nor fortitude. I hope all good Men 
will have their Eyes opened, and heartily join 
with us. God was with Zoſhza and his Hoſts, 
8nd I truſt that he will continue to be with 
_ ourProteſtant King and his Armies. The An- 
gel, or Chriſt himſelf (as ſome Expolitors 
think it was) tells Zoſbza,As Captain or Prince 
of the Hoſt of the Lord am I now come, 
wer. 14. Moſes ſays, Deut.20. 3: that the Pricſts 
ought to encourage the people ; and ver. 4. 
he ſaith, The Lord your God is he that goes . 
with you, to. Fight for you againſt your Enc; 
And 


nues, to faye you. 
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And in God more eſpecially, let us conſi- 
der theſe three things ; $096 


1. His Wiſdom. 
2. His Power. 
3. His Pronuſe. 


1. His Wiſdom, whcedby'"? C of foreſces 
what 1s beſt. He hath many ways to help his 
Servants, 1n their fears, of which they arcig- 
norant. The Lord is Great in Counſel, and 
Mighty in Working, faith the Prophet, Zer. 
32. 19. Hecan turn the Enenues Counſel m- 
to Fooliſhneſs, and defear them, as he did 4- 
chitophel's. He can Counterplot their Plors 
and maketheir Devices of none effect. When 
Pharaoh dealt fubrilly, God was above tim. 


2. His Power, whereby he is able to et 
what 3 is beft. -- Allchings are'poſlible rohim. 
His Eycs are cyer towards the Righteous, and 
he ſhews himfelt ſtrong inthe behalf of a 
that: fear him. He can weaken theit Pe | 
bate their Pride, detear their” Polcics, * ha 
turn 
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curn their Proſperity into Miſery. He had 

cr todrown the old wicked World, whet 
the Earth was corrupt. and full of violence. 
He Rained down Fire and Brimſtone upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah, to refine thoſe impure 
places, and reſcued Righteous Lor from that 
overthrow. He drowned Pharaoh and his 
Hoſt in the Red Sea. 


3. His Promiſe. It we obey his woice, he will 
be an Enemy to our Enemies, and an Adverſary 
to. 0ur Adverſaries, Exod. 23. 22. and Levir. 
26. 3, &c. If you walk in my Statutes, and 
heep myCommanaments, and do them ; among 
other Bleſſings this 1s promiſed, I will give 
peace in the Land, and ye ſhall lye down, and 
none ſhall make you afraid ; and ye ſhall Chaſe 
your Enemies, and they ſhall fall before you by 
the Sword; and I will walk among you, and will 
be your God, and ye ſhall be my People. God 
promiſed Abraham, and conſequently all 
that do the works of 4braham; 1 will bleſs 
them: that bleſs thee; and curſe him that curſeth 
thee, Gen. 12.3. Gods Eye 1s on his 1ſrael, 
the falſc Prophet Balaam, who loyed the wa- 
34 D 2 gEs$ 
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ges of unrighteouſneſs, and would haye cur- 


ſed Iſrael, to gain the- promotions! of: the 
| King of Moab, was forced to acknowledge! 
this Truth'; God had bleſſed :them;: and. he 
could. not reverſe it, Namdb. 23. 20... and 
vcr. 23. Surely there is no; Ichantment againſt 
Jacob, neither is there any Divination againſt 


I{rael: 


Here is enough to change all: Mens 


Hearts to join with God and his Seryants. 


4. From-the Example ofthe moſt wiſe and 
deyout Proteſtants, whom we follow. We 
imitate the Glorious Company of the Saints 
and- Martyrs eyer fince the Reformation. 
They all Zealouſly contended, and fome e- 
ven unto death, for the ſame Truth - and 
Cauſe that we now'contend; againſt the In: 
novations, Tyranny and .U gen of the 

dhere 


Pope and all his deteſtable 


nts. « f 7M 


ther, Melanfthon, Bucer, Calvin, Zainglins, 
and thouſands of our Brethren beyond the 
Seas, 1n Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, Hol- 
land, 8c. And in England, the Right Reve- 
rend Biſhops Cranmer, Ridley, ' Hooper, and 


other Munſters of Chrift, as Mr. Rgzers, 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Bradford, Mr. Philpot, and many more 
laid down their. ; Lives: for: this Truth, -and 
were. Burntat the Stake; [Are you'for theſe 
Men, or are you. for-their Adverfarics ? 
Let no Man or true Proteſtant delude him- 
ſelf ; for they who Burnt our Forefathers 
at the Stake as Hereticks, will do fo to us. 
likewiſe, if they had- as -much .power. Ir 
is not want of will, but want of power. 
I: hope all. ſound . Proteſtants will be wiſe 
in this their day, and know the:things that 
belong to their Peace, before they be hid 
from their Eyes. And bleſſed be God, . the 
moſt wiſe Men in Churchand State foreſee 
this. . I am not  Zealous about ;:Opinions, . 
for the moſt Learned and Holy Men will 


diffcr as long as the World remains; but the - 


Truths that 1 ſpeak of are ſuctt as. have. 
been Sealed with the Blood of Martyrs, 
have been juſtified . by the, moſt . Learned - 
Pens, and Diſputes. of all the Worthies of 
this Kingdom,; without interruption, for a-: 
bove an hundred and- twenty. years; but 
of late, by a Cunning, Ambitious and Cor- 
rupt Party, we hadalmoſt -bcen —_ of, 
them,., 
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them, even of thoſe 'Truths which ought 
to be dearcr than our” Lives! | Bleſſed * be 
God; who. hath given a turn '( as-one 
ſpeaks) and made a. ſtop of their proceed- 
ings, who were gone as far as Rome Gates 
in a declining way.. Theſe were the Do- 
&rines and Practices of the Church 'of © Eg- 
land in its firſt Reformation. 8 © 


4. 1 ſhall conſider why all good Men 
ſhould be againſt our Adverſaries. **  *- 


x. Becauſe they arc againſt the Truth. 
2. Becauſe they are Oppreflors. 
| 3. Becauſe [they | are Enemies 'to Gods 
Glory! v0t3 bits _ al 

4. Becauſe they arc cruel to Gods people 
and his Saints. { 


x. Becauſe:they are againſt the” Truth. 
The Adverſarics 'of Foſbua and the Children 
of Tfrael were Heatheniſh Tdolaters, as, I - 
have ſhewed ; they hated the true Worſhip- 
pers of God ; yea they were fo Barbarous, 
as to ſuffer their Children to paſs through 


the 
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the Fire to Moloch, Levit: 18.21, and to pro- 
phane the Name of God: Meloch was the chief 
= greateſt Idol, the God of the: iAmmonites. 
Some ſay it was the Heathen Saturn, to whom 
only almoſt, among the Gods, hey Sacrificed 
Humane Victims, > I find in the Author of the 
Synopſis. Others conjecture otherwile, - thar: it 
was Jupiter, or Priapns, or Mercurius, or Mars; 
whatever 1t was, it is no great matter, 'it- was 
Devil-worthip; and made the Hearthens rc 


red and | puniſhed by God. 


4; Pang they: are nts] God oe the 
Oppreſlion of Iſrael, wherewith the Exyptians 

prefled them, Exod. 3. 9. -and hedeliveredthem.. 
Jall their AMiQion he'"was AﬀMiAted/ and the 
Angelrof his preſence'faved- thernt.. God: rates 
Oppreffion, and wilt punifh all that oppreſs his 
People, fer.30.20.He reproyes them that opptets 
thApoor, 'and craſh the needy; Amos: 4. x: "He 
denowmces' woes apairſt thetn that covet Fields, 
and take thems by Violence, and Houſes, ind rake 
them away: So they opp refs a Mat and his Houle, 
even a Maa and his Heritape, faith che'Propher, 
| Mic. 2. 2. and God hath promiſed that he will 
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be a egy for the oppreſled, a refuge in time of 


trouble, Pal. 9. 9g. This is enough to make all 


oppreſſours tremble. 

. Becauſe they are Enemies to Gods Glory. 
And God will not give his Glory to another,nor 
his Praiſe ro Graven Images, 1/a. 42.8. 


4. Becauſe they are cruel to Gods People ind 


the Saints. Idolaters hate the true Worſhipers of 


God, and would root them out of the Earth. 
Their Enemies conſpired that the name of 1/racl 
might . be: no more remembred upon Earth : 

Grit the Egyptians, then the Canaanites, then the 
Babylonians would have utterly deſtroyed then ; 
Yeathe Children of Edem ſaid of Jeruſalem, Rafe 
it,rafe it,gven to the Foundation thereof, Plal. 13.7.7. or, 

Down with it, down with it, evento the Ground, 

as one cranſlation reads. See. the deſolation of 
Jeruſalem, and: the crueky.oft their Enemies, P/al. 
79. I, &c. Thus, 1. have finiſhed: the ſeveral 
things propoſed, for the illuſtration and exempli- 
fication: of the | Text. Let us conclude with 
Application. | _ 


_—— 
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Nh The Lefſo ſhall be-of Exhortation,MyBre- 
theen,; let. us he extonted torake 0965s with, God 
"and-his true-Ghurch,. a gainft abev Synagogue. of 
Satan and; his Followers. "Thei-Text: fuppoles 
thar-you mult, be for; us; or. for our; Adycr{igs 
Ye muſtbe-fot;Proteſtarits, cor fot Papits 31 fo 
the Bxk,or-for Dagoni for Ged,ohlfor-Badl; f 
ratlizes,.. or koy Ganaanites ;.: for: the Bugliſh, or fot 
the iſh jand French, \Therefore do like. Wiſe 
Meg and Gaod! Chtiſtians 4; Makea Parallel;,and 
compare us agd our Adverlaties, the Proteſtants 
and. the Papiſts;and.chooſe that fide which a agrees 

beſt with Reaſon and Scripture. the. Word of 

God. 

The Papiſts takin usTo dey our: bo 

tell us that Bread is turned into' a God, tho”. we 
ſce it and raſteir to be. Bread\; after-the - Prieſt J 
hath ſaid the words,.(This- js/y 7: Palpohey | 
Worſhip! it, ;and thetyEat ie ;-A'q 
that the very. Heathens abhotred, to Tp Bag the God - 

whom they Worſhip: They. ach. us to: Worſhip 

Images, and pray\.to Saints deceaſed; and amitl- 

ticude of Fopperies,| of whith. I xooks Mare 


on, you have often heard, | 2 
.E oo 'On | 
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'On' the other fide; 'the! Proteſtants owh all 


theſe, ;Senſe;'Reaſon;; Revelation, tbhave:evi- 
Jencein theis own Sphere ; Hot 'renbvnicing their 


Senſes,” nor their Reaſon}: tho” eley hive Faith 
in God,and believe all Divine Reveliti6isx Solon, 
(as I have $6ad): « would. have UtONenters in a 
own Og ' branded" with iÞperperntl Jh- 

faniy; andthe reaſonis, Newtralit) either: helps 
a Friend; nor hinders an Enetiy*: : And it\wasan 


heinous' Crime 'in'the Church'of Lattcen!' to be 


neither *"Hor- hot® Cold} ” biit'Lke: was; for 
which God thiedtens 6 Spe” then dht'of his 
Month,” Rev. 3. x6; © © 


In ſhort, either the Proteſtant Religion,which 


we profeſs apainſt the Papiſts, 'is the Trath, or 


not ; If it be the Truth; therithe Scriptttte ſays, 
Buy: the Truth and felt it "net, Prov, 23.23. We 
cannor/pive coodearfoFihefh 'Fruths. The Ho- 
by'Gholb compliins, notie:pleaderhfor the Fruth, 
Ja. 592 4+ The Seriptures'cotiimand' ts to- Jove 
the- TYrly and Peace, | Zach. 8: 19/2 Tn order 
Fruth fir} 0! oAnd Saine Fuds,v.13; "Exli68s 11S 
eartigftly: ro/eontend for the Fahwhich WaSiice 
to the Saints, '' * 

NO) | * But 
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36h bhor theij -6f Pig hi! Y is 
mofi with Kos ay that F5KH is tot 
with Hereticks: Aa hence no confi- 
tetate ahd Wiſe Man willti cruſthex). And wehave 
Sr egy &q hejt'a ting —_ rothiis 
pb iple. "The "farnons, Tearn devont 
art Folm Hufs was, proweſe met: when 
he had 'a Protection and ſafe condudt granted by 
the Emperour-; and upon it went to the Contr 
cil of Conſtance ;, Bur (ſaith the, famous Hiſtorian 
Sleidat Yin three Weeks ime Ne was made aPri- 
ſoner, and mu erom.0 "Prague, Burnc at a Scake: 
Andthe* nl ye the'Etm eros rhisreaſon, 
No Promiſe : 2 = 4 wh Het: 
| ary 


ed? hehe 


{L a8 1 
Mary promiſed that none of her REA ſhould 


be Pied i in Conſcience; .thatſhe. wa in;/par- 
ticular preferye to the Suffolk and Notfolk Gol. 


pellers, as they were £ on days (who 
had been fo great, In FOemengs $, in her: Tana 
men to the Throge), ah 
her Brother King Edwards 


were zealous: Ap 
any ed Reſi or £ = [o __ 


as an ingenious ks: Bur ſh 
um oe = Ty Z Ke 
found ic thus in our days with, our E 

piſts... As they imagined their Porn 
(tho' God be thanked.ic 3s, .Onl * imaginatian, 
for their Parcy,, 7A weak) heir Promyle 
were as ſoon broken as hs oo Ly the weakeſt 
judgment plainly. Alcerned their, Aifhequla- 


Fa [1 
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They are of a moſt Perlecuting, . Spirit, and 
cruel Priaciples. .*. They think they, do God good 
Yer *like the Jews who. killed the Apoſtles 


of 


CF 


T-29!] 
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I willnet ſay that the Pope: is the: Antichriſt 
mentioned in Scripture, nor the Whore of Baby 
lon ſpoken of particularly in the x 7 chap. of the 
Rerelations, (tho” ſome learned Proteſtants, of 
our own/Church are of; this -apinion) becauſe I 
am of opinion that the Antichriſt is already come 


and paſt, and that Heathen Rome, full of Idols 


and Abominacions, is literally meant by the Hoe 


ly Ghoſt ; Bit Apoſtarized Chriſtian Rome acts - 
the ſame part, or worſe over again ; and may 


well [be called the Scarlet Whore, or Myſtery 


Babylon-, the Great, :. the, Mother of: Harlots - 


and Abomiaations of the. Earch, ver. 5. becauſe 


{he'hathi been Drank withthe Blood of theSaints, 


and with-the Bloud of the Martyrs of Jeſus, v, 6. 


And.the Pope and; his adherents,” his Cardinals; 


and Prieſts,; and Jeſvirs, ' niake-' War:| with 'the 
Lamb-(4. e. Chriſt; | and his; rrue - acid living 
Members ;) and the Lamb (4. e. true and found 
Proteſtants ſhall | be: Initruments under Chriſt, 
and.) ſhall overcome them i for-he is- Lord of 
Lords, and King of Kings ;:and they. that are 

MY | = | _—_— 


of Chriſt, when 'they -burn' Proteſtants at 2. 
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with him are. called, and: choſen;- and faithful, 
v. 14. The Papiſts have {ubtilty enough topro- 
miſe fair, till they have power ; But when they 
know or: think-i thamiſelves 'ftrong enough, no 
 Profeſlors of any | Religion can be' more/Cruel 
and Barbarous than they are. Luther (ag 1have 
zead) warm kfvlanfhour Spirit,. by a Letter - a 
| bout: the Commpn 'Caife; then' moleſted by 
Pontifical Rage and Cefarvury. ' [Thavea (quiet 
mind ſays he, - abour- the Publick - cauſe, ' bein 
aſſured tha its: juſt;512rvej and vnappaled;?* 
fear notthe fierce/ahd-erne}Pipiſts); If 'we? be 
overthrown, | Chrift (haltlobe 'overthrowes- wich 
us;''and come what can, Had rather fill wich 
Chriſt, than RandWith\Ce/a4-> We have Pated, 
we have Prayed;':we have/zonfſilted" with brtie 
God of Heaven, '(Þ'wiſtFoould ſay the whole 


Nation had Reformed their lives") and T'doubt 


3£C 
K 
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not. bur he will anfover usin\duerimge with good 
and comfortable words, as the phraſe i&Zich.'x, 


13. So then I hopedhac all Proteſtants hve For us. 
| And if ye are for us, F will briefly mention 
the manner how ye ſhalb be forvs; that God may 
proſper and blets us all, '' 7 ty 
Ea | E I. With 


Dy 


L 
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Þ - Withy our RBY For if we: have ndt 
your Hearth” youwill deceive us, and upon the 
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teat /Temptation turn /ro- our Advenlaries>s or. 13 
Rand Neuer... | 36 I» 12115 SG JI 
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2: With Soil Fealkdues, You ought ro frank 
well of the Kings:and:iNations preſent, caule; . 
and ftop the Mouths of adverſaries. - 


Jr-Me Widyour phiddks Jou ought tobe itive 
—_ co. your! ſtrength, -and 1 in your; ſeveral | 
Fes rO! gt the common ook = | T5 


, FY% ” 


i" 
Sy Wirlr your Purkes; wane may-be : And - '2 


adored; Bleffed-be God, the whole Nationhath 4 J 
willingly contibuced to chivgreat work's And = 
believe ſo. great Taxes were'never payed with - 1- 
more cheartiloeks And u_Ry God will accept - 43 


this labour of love.. = 


Laſtly with your: Prayers. This all may do, . 
and all that fear God I hope will do. Moſes hand 17 
life up in Prayer, ad Yoſhuds Rrerched forth in. $ 


Bartel, make a Viftorious Aga. Preces ye, | 
| g Bom- 


Bombarde moſtre, ſays Lake, our Prayers are our 
Guns. Wherefore let us be encouraged to pray. 
Et msſtrive with God: itv Prayer,while our! Brey 
chreaare ftriving withthe Enemy .inBaztel/Theyi 
5 veature their.precious Lives fot us,;.and endure 
i great hardſhip ; - Shall not we pray? He is an.un- 
4 worthy Member of the Church -or Common- 
wealth, who hath not a Heart:to;pray now.) The 
Poor indeed may ſay wich-Saing Peter, ; Silver and. 
have I none ; Bur yet they may give ſuch as 
they have, even \Prayers arid Hearty Wiſhes, that 
God would be gracions and. favourable to. Sion, + 
that he would preſervequr true! Religion, thathe 
_xvoulc d reſerttle our diſtreſſed Prote ant Tiſh 
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